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Sometimes it is hard to believe we keep talking about 
having enough water when we’re in the middle of a 
very rainy winter and early spring. But ensuring a sta-
ble, legal supply of water for our farmers is one of our 
most important goals. 

To do that, we are excited to be pursuing what we are 
calling “Next Steps.” This plan is inspired by the great 
work done by so many farmers over the past years to 
convert surface rights to groundwater, to protect our 
water from contamination and to enhance fish and 
wildlife habitat. The Bertrand augmentation project is 
a sort of exclamation point of years of hard work and 
sacrifice and we are grateful that with some strong 
media coverage government and tribal leaders are very 
aware of what we have done.

It’s a start. “Next Steps” is all about projects. We are 
going to ask and encourage each WID to identify a 
positive, measurable water project and to move for-
ward with it. It might be more rights transfers, more 
stream augmentation, more habitat creation or resto-

ration. Ag Water Board is working with an exhaustive 
list of stakeholders including tribal governments, state 
agencies, local governments and landowners to bring 
everyone together to remove bureaucratic obstacles 
and to encourage a collaborative process for this im-
portant work. We’ll keep you informed of progress in 
this regard.

One thing has become clear is that we need to improve 
public and government understanding of the incred-
ible work farmers have been doing for years for the 
environment. Given the role we play in protecting the 
environment and holding back urban sprawl, we would 
think every environmental voter and group would be 
fully supporting farmers. And the vast majority are. 
But a few, including a group in Bellingham, continue to 
falsely accuse and work to impose massive new regu-
lations on dairy farms. We’re doing more than pointing 
out their errors. We are planning a strong, sustained 
outreach and education program we are calling “REAL,” 
for Real Environmental Action and Leadership.
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The potato nursery at Ebe 
Farms. Whatcom County is 
a natural home for berries, 
seed potatoes and dairy prod-
ucts. More than producing 
great food, Whatcom farmers 
demonstrate real environmental 
leadership.



North Lynden WID

Welcome Harman Brar to our NLWID board. Harman farms berries with his family on 
the Boundary Rd. between Assink and Northwood Rds.  They also have berry land 
in B.C.  Welcome Harman and thank you for joining us.  North Lynden developed a 
5-year drainage and maintenance permit issued by Fish and Wildlife.  Although there 
are parts of it that cause us heartburn, we are glad to have it. Thank you Frank Corey 
with WCD for your help in getting this done.  Water quality within our WID only keeps 
getting better and better.  Other entities that have an impact on NLWID water quality 
are receiving info from our work with Whatcom County Public Works PIC (Pollution, 
Identification, Correction) and hopefully they will address their issues that negatively 
affect water quality.  The fall ditch cleaning has again shown to help water quality.  As 
our former board member, Roger Bajema, said many times, “you can’t have clean wa-
ter come out of a dirty pipe (ditch)”.  Speaking of Roger, we greatly miss him and his 
input.  We extend our sincerest sympathy to Ruth, his beloved wife, and his children 
and grandchildren.  To all of our NLWID residents, thanks for all you do to make it a 
great place to live and farm.

WID Reports

Farmers don’t just talk. We don’t just hire lawyers and sue. And we don’t 
falsely accuse others. We see problems, we take care of them. That is true of 
environmental problems as well as farm problems. That’s what Next Steps 
and our focus on projects is all about. It’s also what our REAL public outreach 
campaign will be all about. Working together and speaking out together re-
mains our best hope for a thriving future.

Message from the President, cont’d.

Larry Stap, dairy farmer, is the presi-
dent of North Lynden WID, serves on a 
state ag committee and is president of 
the state farm advocacy group, Save 
Family Farming.

Scott Bedlington, third generation 
seed potato farmer, is the president 
of the Ag Water Board.

Marty Maberry, Vern Vande Garde and Larry De Haan discuss the new augmen-
tation project in bertrand creek. 



Laurel  10:00 a.m.  Second Monday
Bertrand 2:00 p.m.  Second Monday
Sumas  1:00 p.m. Second Tuesday

South Lynden 3:00 p.m.  Second Tuesday
North Lynden 10:00 a.m. Third Tuesday
Drayton 3:00 p.m. Third Tuesday

WIDs Meeting Schedule

WID Reports
Laurel WID
The Laurel WID continues to invest in water quality monitoring both on its own and in 
cooperation with the Ten Mile group which is dedicating volunteer time to improve the 
Laurel area watershed. Improvements in water quality have been demonstrated which 
reinforces our efforts. But there is still work to do. The LWID has also invested time into 
exploring ways to improve drainage and the process of obtaining drainage permits. We 
are discussing partnerships with the County and the Four Mile Drainage District to ad-
vance this idea. We also partnered with the Conservation District and NRCS on a survey 
of the effectiveness of water quality programs. In addition, we contributed to the South 
Lynden WID’s pilot DNA study. We remain dedicated to developing a 5-year Permit for 
drainage projects within our WID and are taking steps to develop a Comprehensive Plan 
similar to the outline developed for the several other WIDs.

Mike Boxx, berry farmer, is the pres-
ident of the Laurel WID, serves on 
Ag Water Board and is a member 
of the Administration Committee of 
Whatcom Family Farmers

Sumas WID
The Sumas WID regularly sponsors a dairy farmer meeting at Sumas Bob’s in both 
spring and fall where water quality monitoring data is presented and discussed. We 
regularly monitor 8 sites, periodically monitor another 10, and have worked diligently 
to communicate results to landowners. We are working with the Drainage Districts in 
Johnson and Saar Creeks to maintain drainage and with the AWB on exploring Water 
Supply tools. We expect to have our 5-year programmatic drainage permit approved in 
February. We have already replaced a bridge over Pangborn Ditch and we plan a clean 
out of that system this fall. We appreciate the help Stremler Gravel provided for the 
bridge replacement. We invite you to keep track of our plans and actions by monitoring 
our website at: www.sumaswid.com Brad Rader, berry farmer, is the 

president of Sumas WID and presi-
dent of Whatcom Family Farmers.

Drayton WID
The Drayton WID has been agriculture’s nexus with the Birch Bay Water and Sewer Dis-
trict’s deep aquifer project.   This project has developed the potential of several thou-
sand gallons per minute of water that would be pumped from the deep aquifers in the 
BBWSD service area to other water needs.   The Drayton WID is particularly interested 
because of our proximity to this area and the lack of abundant groundwater within the 
Drayton WID’s boundaries.  Water Quality monitoring continues to show good results 
and we celebrated with the rest of the community of the first year’s anniversary of the 
full opening of the Drayton Harbor shellfish beds!   We are looking forward to preparing 
a 5-year Hydraulic Permit which would address drainage issues in the WID along with 
fisheries concerns.  The DWID prepared a Comprehensive Plan which can be found on 
our website at www.draytonwid.com Rod Tjoelker, Dairy farmer, is the 

president of the Drayton WID.



WID Reports
South Lynden WID
The South Lynden WID’s major project in 2017 was the pilot study in the Scott Ditch 
area where we are trying new technology to isolate fecal coliform sources through 
DNA.   Should this technology prove effective we will combine this work with our 
ongoing water quality monitoring better learn the areas of water quality risk. The WID 
leaders and the farmers want to know so that: 1) we can isolate problems in order to fix 
them, and 2) we don’t’ continue to assume problems that likely don’t exist.  The SLWID 
also wants to be strategic about planning drainage improvement projects that will be 
streamlined by the 5-year drainage permit.   We plan to install mitigation for drainage 
work in areas where habitat improvements or culvert replacements are most beneficial 
for fish habitat.   The SLWID also completed a Comprehensive Plan.  It can be found at 
www.southlyndenwid.com

Landon Van Dyk, dairy farmer and 
berry farmer, is the president of 
South Lynden WID.

Bertrand WID
The Bertrand WID was pleased to complete the stream augmentation project in cooper-
ation with local landowners and Ecology.   We clearly demonstrated our ability to add 1 
cubic foot/second (cfs) to the creek.  We know we can do more if an agreement to meet 
both farmers and habitat needs develops.  We also supported several moves from surface 
to ground water diversions resulting in flow improvements of nearly 5 cfs.  We are one 
of the 5 state-wide pilot projects in the recently passed “Hirst” bill that will demonstrate 
how laws can be improved to continue this work.  We updated our existing Comprehen-
sive Plan that was completed in 2004 to include the areas we annexed in 2014.  A 5-year 
programmatic drainage permit is on our 2018 workplan.  Our plan and reports on these 
recent projects are available on our website at  www.bertrandwid.com

Vern Vande Garde, retired dairy 
farmer and current berry farm man-
ager is the president of the Bertrand 
WID.
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